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To All of Our Angels

Who Are Receiving this Newsletter -

[And You Are All Angels]
Thank You So Much!
Our grateful County thanks you and Friends thanks You.
As with Angels who are rarely seen, your influence is always most assuredly felt. And you may
yourselves not be aware of how certainly you have secured tangible benefits for both our underfunded programs and libraries.
Here is what you have given to all of us, and yourselves included, with your subscriptions and book
purchases:
We want to assure you that 95% of all funds are used for the benefit of the programs and purchases, only some of which are listed here.
Here is just some of what we do and have done with your continued support:
For your community:
Support Youth Programs for pre-school, elementary, and high school students including the Summer
Reading Programs and Adult Summer Reading Program.
Pay for Adult Book Discussions oﬀered with SC Humanities led by guest professors from Clemson.
Placed and continually maintain 7 Little Free Libraries throughout distant areas in the county to provide convenient access to books [and more are being planned].
Provide "Reminisce Kits" through the library for all people suﬀering memory loss to help them enjoy
their recall of past events and improve their ability to remember events they once thought lost.
Pay for the movie license required to show family films at the Walhalla and Westminster libraries.
For your libraries:
Purchased the new circulation desk for Westminster and contributed substantially to acquire new
desks for Seneca and Walhalla to replace the deteriorating and outmoded desks that were being used.
[see page 2 for a picture]
[continued]
Hello and Welcome!, New Members
Dan Bolles - West Union
Paschal Cochran - Salem
Cindy Hudson - Westminster
Julie Neal - Westminster
Frank & Toni Percival - Seneca
Charles Southern - West Union

Provide learning tools, accessories, and minor furnishings for each library.
Support the Bookmobile that provides many categories of books to those who have limited or no
ability to access any library.
Provide funds to purchase books, CDs, and audio-visual materials such as DVDs.
May we graciously suggest that you may wish to consider our Business Sponsors. We recommend:
Mary Tannery & Sons on Ram Cat Alley, Seneca that has a large display of our books in addition to her
unique shop having home decor, antiques, furniture, art, and gifts. You will not easily find a shop like hers.
Mountain Mocha on Main Street, Walhalla also oﬀers our books. Here's a nearly 5-star coﬀee oasis in a
rural corner of the South that features coﬀees, lattes, and delightful desserts.
Let us introduce our newest student volunteer: Michelle Marana:
"Hi, my name is Michelle Marana, and I am a senior at Walhalla High School.
I enjoy volunteering and helping my community when I can. My love for reading led me to volunteer at the Oconee County Public Library Bookstore run by
the Friends of the Library.
I am caring and look for ways to help people when I can. For this reason I
want a career in the medical field and want to study medicine. I continue to
strive and work hard in school to accomplish this goal. I do this by taking
challenging classes at school and keeping up with my assignments and tests.
I hope to care for people and even inspire others in the future."

Here is Walhalla's new circulation desk.
Your help contributed significantly so that the old
deteriorating desk could be replaced.

And may we entice you with another Book
Buck? You know that most of our books are
$1. Where else can you buy a book for $1
that originally sold for $30?

Dear Friend - My Aunt Sarah Writes a Novel
I believe, Dear Friend, that we have heard this repeated frequently, to wit: "Have you noticed that all the
scientific instruments looking for intelligent life are pointing away from earth?" Which brings me to my Aunt
Sarah. We know that some literary talents appear to be brilliantly present early in life while others are developed through hard work, extensive reading, and clever ingenuity. I believe that Aunt Sarah's abilities
have to be placed in a category yet to be identified. I would suggest that she had delusions of adequacy.
My Aunt Sarah [Sarah Bellum] had certain employment diﬃculties. I recall that it seemed wherever she
worked, after every oﬃce Christmas party, she was always looking for another job the next day. She also
had an unusual credit history. When the Bank managing her credit card told her that her card was compromised, they also said that they were not going to cancel her account. Whoever accessed her account
was, for the first time, paying the balances on time.
Her last unemployment episode presented her with a certain uncomfortably awkward position. You see,
she had been lately engaged at the Unemployment Oﬃce. How embarrassing can it be to present yourself
for seeking help in finding employment through the very organization that had regrettably and rather emphatically declined to promote any further interest in your future success?
However, Auntie said that while she was waiting in line and standing behind Ned the Wino, she gained a
new insight into a world unknown to her. In our community, Ned is known to be perennially unemployed,
shirtless, and heavily tattooed. While Auntie had a long wait in line and with nothing to do, she occupied
her self by reading Ned's tattoos. Her readings caused her to become so inspired by these new ideas that
she decided that she was most certainly destined to be an author. When Aunt Sarah told me the news, I
didn't think it should have been classified under the heading of "tidings of great joy."
Aunt Sarah needed someone who was more familiar with her newly discovered subject. Someone who
could oﬀer details that were only certified by personal experiences.
She called on no less an authority than her good friend Bertha D. Blues who worked in the mall across
the street from the Unemployment Oﬃce. The mall had an all-night pancake house and a glitzy Las Vegastype strip joint. However, when I met Bertha I saw that her name tag read "Appassionata von Climax."
[Why was it that I didn't think that she worked at the pancake house?]
So began a venture that combined the talents of the inept with the rare experiences of the extraordinary.
The novel from the author and her resource was resolutely oﬀered to several literary houses and just as
resolutely but politely declined with courteous but guarded reactions: "We find your situations truly astounding;" "Your curiously awkward writing is amazingly replete with malaprops;" "Our editors are certain that
your dialogue would make a sailor blush." "Our Counselor regrets that your recent oﬀering may place our
organization in a position that could be beyond our abilities to defend ourselves from future litigation." And
if these responses weren't nolle prosequis, I wouldn't know one if I saw one.
Auntie had then to resort to a vanity press; that is where you publish yourself. Then came the reviews
that had less of the well-bred deferential restraint of the editors: "Is it worth cutting trees to publish this
book?" "..a book not to be tossed aside lightly. It should be thrown aside with great force." "Thank you
for your book, I'll waste no time reading it." "We are looking forward to Ms. Bellum's last book."
Well, the whole episode ended like a flat tire, and the only success Aunt Sarah had was by retreating from
the publishing scene. Her oﬀering of her literary services to those several publishing houses was generally
politely declined with understated responses such as: "We are managing to get along quite well without
them."
Happily now Auntie has been successfully employed for some time at the all-night pancake house whose
Hindu owner never reads novels written in English and never sponsors oﬃce Christmas parties. For those,
she has only to go next door where the unconventional and perhaps the outré are considered quite conventional.
As Always, Your Friend

Last Words - are by Anonymous [who always has some of the best lines]:
Each of us has a purpose in life, if only to serve as a bad example.
Editor: J. Simmons - simmsail@hotmail.com

Friends would love to have you as a member.
Each new member and renewal receives a punch card that is worth 5 Book Bucks toward
your next purchase of books after $25 is spent and recorded on the card.
In addition, every member receives 1 Book Buck for each $10 spent for joining initially and
for renewing. And with most books priced from 50 cents to $3, Book Bucks go a long way.
___ New Member

___ Renewal

___Donation

If you would like to volunteer, and we sincerely could use your help, check here_____
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Annual Memberships: ____Individual $10 ____Family $20 ____Patron $50
____Donor $100 and up ____Benefactor $200 and up _____Golden $500
Name______________________________________
Address_____________________________________
City, State,
Zip___________________________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________Email______________________________________________
Clip and Mail to:

Friends of the Library
501 West South Broad Street
Walhalla, SC 29691

Oconee County Friends of the Library
501 West South Broad Street
Walhalla, SC 29691

Current Resident or

See Inside for a Free Book Buck Coupon

