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Every day is a fresh beginning,
Listen my soul to the glad refrain.
And, spite of old sorrows
And older sinning,
Troubles forecasted
And possible pain,
Take heart with the day and begin again.

New Every Morning - Susan Coolidge [1835-1905]*

And Now for Some Good News for the New Year
Friends has received a grant for $8,500, one of several that have
been oﬀered by SC Cares Nonprofit Grant Relief Program to nonprofit
organizations that have been severely aﬀected by losses because of
the pandemic.
Our own treasurer Nancy Churchwell [pictured below right, without
suspenders] was astute and persistent in applying for the assistance
that required lengthy explanations that detailed how severely our
community charitable activities were impacted by the virus.
Friends' major source of income is normally from our monthly book sales that oﬀers
an outlet for the libraries to recoup funds from discarded and unwanted
books.
Each month we would be able realize about $1,000 in our used book
sales. The supplementary funds come from members such as you [Thank
You!]. The pandemic has curtailed our major source of income.
All of our income after expenses is used for library programs and
equipment needs. Friends donates un-restricted funds of $10,000 for our
underfunded libraries and Bookmobile. We contribute and promote and
Children's Summer Reading and the Adult Reading Program.
About $4,500 annually is distributed to all branches for their needs for
equipment, furniture, media.
Friends has always wholly or partly funded library programs such as Youth Reading Programs,
Children's Summer Reading and Adult Reading Programs, Movie Licenses for Walhalla and
Westminster Libraries, Book Discussion Groups led by Clemson professors, and Community
Outreach Programs among others.
Our Book Sales schedule and locations and your Free Book Buck are on page 2
Hello and Welcome, New Members
T. F. Baker -Salem Georgene Bodis -Salem
Tammy Bryson -Westminster
Richard Cain -Westminster
Beth Reams -Salem

*This poem has been used in a UK hospice to
bring comfort to patients. Susan Coolidge is a
pseudonym for Sarah Woolsey [Cleveland, Ohio]
who wrote unsentimental stories in a natural style
for girls.

Friends book sales gladly oﬀers all members of our community, including teachers and
homeschoolers, the opportunity to buy books at exceedingly low prices - in most cases at less
than 10% of the original retail prices.

Have a Look at our Shopping Opportunities
Collectively many hours have been spent organizing the
basement stacks at the Walhalla Library to make
shopping easier for our patrons. Here's what we oﬀer:
1. Very Covid Safe Book Shopping in the Walhalla
Library basement stacks. But admission is BY
APPOINTMENT ONLY EVERY THURSDAY from noon to
3.30. You may secure your [almost] private shopping
time by emailing ocplfriendssc@gmail.com.
2. Walhalla Library Lobby - shop for great bargains in $3 books of all genres and the greatest
bargains of all - a grab bag of multiple books at $3. Mon. & Tues. 10 am to 6 pm and Wed. to Fri. 10
am to 4 pm.
3. M. Tannery & Sons at 112 Ram Cat Alley, Seneca. Mon. to Sat. 10 am to 5 pm. Here is a great
shop to find a special book gift or a unique read for you.
We are really working hard to make book shopping easier for both our patrons and our subscribing
members on whom we completely depend for support for our projects.
If you can help us - Friends is looking for used sturdy 5 shelf bookcases. If you would care to
donate one, please email us at ocplfriends@gmail.com

To tempt you further, we oﬀer for the first time in our newsletter a genuine Book Buck that goes a
long way for buying books that mostly range from $ .50 to $ 5.
[This Book Buck is good at any time - but only at the Walhalla Library Basement Sales.]

Dear Friend - In Praise of Libraries - [no kidding]
I must say, Dear Friend, that I should dedicate this newsletter to my Aunt Ida. Because if it
weren't for Auntie's encouragement and help the newsletter would have been completed in half the
time that it actually required.
Now Aunt Ida is an avid reader, but she has always said that when she lends books they're never
returned. Of course, you have to know that all of the books in her library are books that others have
lent to her.
And she's bored from the pandemic. [So I said, "Go to the library," "GO WHERE?"]
You see, Auntie did not know that libraries have been reinventing themselves for the past 20 years.
She only remembers hearing the "ka-chunk" of the dating machine when she borrowed her last book
there so many decades ago. So I told her that if she's bored, go to the library; if she's feeling low,
go to the library. If she wants entertainment, escape, knowledge, inspiration, the answer is always
the same - First try the library.
And don't worry if you think the library is too small. Revise your thinking, because libraries are part
of larger systems, and can help you get what you need from other libraries and resources. You can
learn to be a better manager with some short courses available; you can learn to knit; you can borrow a telescope if you want to gaze at the stars for a week; or you can sharpen your communication,
speaking, and writing skills. And if you need a pass to a state park, they have one.
Besides books, CDs, DVDs, and help, you can embark on an endless journey of information and
inspiration. There are also weekly craft kits available at all library branches. And now you can access a new e-book service, cloudLibrary. Check the OCPL website.
And, if you don't have a library card, you can get one on the same website.
Susan Orlean observes in her aptly entitled The Library Book, "The publicness of the public library
is an increasingly rare commodity. It becomes harder all the time to think of places that welcome
everyone and don't charge any money for that warm embrace."
Alexis Tocqueville is credited with suggesting that of the many ways in America that put people in
close intellectual contact with each other, he wrote that libraries may be the most eﬀective. "Libraries are the kinds of places where ordinary people with diﬀerent backgrounds, passions, and interests can take part in a living democratic culture."
And who else cares so much for promoting reading than our own library system that with the support of Friends provides summer reading programs to promote and maintain the intellectual skills
that improve future successes in school and life in the coming years.
Somewhere it has been written that "public libraries are where readers and, therefore, writers are
born."
["Aunt Ida, you have to return all of those items that you borrowed from the library!" "SAY, WHAT?"]
As Always, Your Friend
Last Words for the past year
…. Long is the way
And hard, that out of hell leads up to light….
from Paradise Lost, 1667 - John Milton
Editor J. Simmons

simmsail@hotmail.com

Friends would love to have you as a member.
Each new member and renewal receives a punch card that is worth 5 Book Bucks toward
your next purchase of books after $25 is spent and recorded on the card.
In addition, every member receives 1 Book Buck for each $10 spent for joining initially and
for renewing. And with most books priced from 50 cents to $3, Book Bucks go a long way.
___ New Member

___ Renewal

___Donation

If you would like to volunteer, and we sincerely could use your help, check here_____
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Annual Memberships: ____Individual $10 ____Family $20 ____Patron $50
____Donor $100 and up ____Benefactor $200 and up _____Golden $500
Name______________________________________
Address_____________________________________
City, State,
Zip___________________________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________Email______________________________________________
Clip and Mail to:

Friends of the Library
501 West South Broad Street
Walhalla, SC 29691
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Current Resident or

See Inside for a Free Book Buck Coupon

